ETHICS

PHL205
Fall 2017
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10:00 – 10:50 PM 

Beracha Hall 221
Dane S. Muckler, M.A. Office:  Office hours by appointment. 
E-Mail: dmuckler@gmail.com
Duration of Course: Aug 28, 2017 - Dec 19, 2017
Description: An introductory survey of the fundamental ethical theories, the arguments for and against these theories, and the application of ethical theories to real-life. Emphasis is placed on learning to identify the logical structure of ethical arguments and apply ethical theories. 
Texts:
Timmons, Mark. Moral theory: An introduction. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2012. (available through the SLU library online)

Other readings will be put on blackboard.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES POLICIES
No electronic device in class whatsoever. Turn off cellphones. Sometimes I have to use my cellphone to get through the two-step verification login process to the University computers.
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
You should do your own work. Anyone who represents someone else’s work as their own will be punished with a loss of points and/or referral to the dean.

WHAT THE COURSE SHOULD BE LIKE FOR YOU, IF YOU WANT TO SUCCEDE AT IT AND LEARN SOME PHILOSOPHY:

The class is designed to have a fixed pedagogical structure that repeats for each topic.  Here it is:

1. The student reads and writes about the subject before the topic begins. (a solitary activity)
a. Why read? Reading is hard, but it’s the best way to pre-present material. And you will have lists of questions you should be answering as you read. This is because many of us have developed a dysfunctional reading style called ‘passive reading’ in which you subvocalize words or let your eyes quickly gloss over the text without processing what you’re reading. In general, learning NOT to read passively is one of the most important things you can hope to get out of college humanities courses. 
b. Why write? Because reading is hard and it is easy to ‘read passively’ (i.e. move your eyes quickly over the pages without understanding even the individual sentences, much less how they string together to form meaningful ideas and arguments). The writing assignment is a way to structure your reading.
c. Why turn in the reading for a grade? Because a) this motivates you to do a better job, and, b) it helps you remember to do the reading and c) it helps the instructor find out what level of understanding the students are at. 

2. There is a break during which (hopefully) the student sleeps and the unconscious mind works its magic. 
3. The instructor presents on the subject. (social)

4. The students discuss the subject and/or engage in collaborative learning. (social)
5. There is a break during which (hopefully) the student sleeps and the unconscious mind works its magic. 
6. The students are challenged to demonstrate and apply their knowledge.  (solitary or social, but mostly solitary). 

The structure is the essence of learning philosophy. Philosophy is only moderately hard conceptually, but it is very hard linguistically. That is, one of the biggest barrier to doing philosophy at the early stages is how hard it is to figure out what is being said. It is astonishingly hard. Some people have different learning styles, so we will engage with the same material in multiple ways. 
LATE WORK POLICY

Missing a step in what is described above threatens the pedagogical theory of the course. I’m teaching this course because the University thinks I know how to bring it about such that students know and understand what ethics is and how philosophical ethics works. It’s part of my pedagogical theory that 90% of learning consists in iterated phases: effort, break, effort, break, effort. 

I maintain that if you are missing steps, then you will probably not be learning very much. So, for this reason I am very unforgiving of turning in assignments late. 

JOINING THE CLASS LATE

Students who join the class late can makeup missed assignments. I reserve the right to prevent students from joining late.  
QUIZES

Bring paper and writing utensils to class for quizzes. 

MISSED QUIZES
I will drop your lowest two quiz grades. Quizzes cannot be made up because the dropping of lowest grades should cover you for occasional sickness or personal problems, but see MAJOR ILLNESSES OR PERSONAL CRISISES and SPORTS PEOPLE for two exceptions. 
FINAL EXAM

The University will schedule our final exam. It will be written and cumulative. More on that later. 

MAJOR ILLNESS OR PERSONAL CRISISES
If you have some form of documentation that you’ve been sick for awhile or the University administration attests to the seriousness of the situation, then I am willing to drop quizzes and homework assignments from your grade. We can handle up to two weeks of this. After that, you really should withdraw from the class.
Let me know if you’re missing class for a personal crisis or major illness as soon as you can. 
SPORTS PEOPLE

Athletes can makeup quizzes if the University provides documentation, but they cannot makeup writing assignments. Athletes who want to get credit for those assignments need to do the following:

1. Let me know in writing when you will be missing class during the first two weeks of the semester.

2. Complete the writing assignment ahead of time. 
DO I GET ANY BREAKS?
There are not a lot of big tests. There are no papers. The workload is distributed evenly. You don’t have to purchase a textbook. I like this class and think it is not asking you to do anything unreasonable. The course involves a moderate amount of paced mental work in the form of writing, reading, and class activities. 
WHY SHOULD I CARE ABOUT PHILOSOPHY?
You are probably taking this class because the University requires you to do so. But why should you care? First, philosophy is intrinsically interesting insofar as it deals with central questions about the life, the universe and everything. Second, it is worth noting that a hefty serving of philosophy courses is fully consistent with the kind of education that leads to a successful career. As the Wall Street Journal recently reported:
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You can read the full article at https://www.wsj.com/articles/good-news-liberal-arts-majors-your-peers-probably-wont-outearn-you-forever-1473645902 I am happy to talk to you about what is going on here in more depth, but the basic point I want to make is that studying philosophy is consistent with career success later on. 
Note also that the study of philosophy is widely believed to impart general thinking and analytical skills useful in a wide variety of careers (see below).
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There aren't many careers that a bachelor’s degree in philosophy will give you specific training for. But
there are very many different kinds of careers that philosophy majors go into after receiving their
bachelor’s degrees. The study of philosophy develops many skills, including:
« critical thinking

«evaluation of chains of reasoning

+ construction of chains of reasoning

«  consideration of many different perspectives on a single subject

«  clear written communication on complex topics

and these are skills that will serve you well no matter what you end up doing.

After graduation, philosophy majors go to law school, to medical school, to business school, to seminary,
and to graduate school in a range of fields from art business to education to gender studies to philosophy;
they go to work for business consulting firms and for humanitarian non-government organizations; they
take jobs as technical writers, teachers, web designers ...

ABOUT LAW SCHOOL AND MEDICAL SCHOOL

Law schools know that philosophy is one of the best pre-law majors. The skills you develop while taking
philosophy courses - such as careful, critical writing about detailed arguments - are the very ones you
will need in law school. Philosophy majors typically do extremely well on the LSAT (though to be honest,
we must add that it is not clear whether this is because studying philosophy causes students to get better
at solving LSAT-type problems, or whether it just reflects the fact that brighter students tend to be drawn
into philosophy to begin with - see above concerning “seeking out the best arguments against your own
views"). For more information, see this website:

http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/physics_math_majors_get_top_Isat_scores_poli_sci_majors_are
_average/

Though it is often overlooked for this purpose, philosophy is also an excellent pre-med major. Here at
Chapel Hill, the requirements of the philosophy major have a great deal of flexibility built into them,
making it relatively easy to fit in all the science courses you need to take as a pre-med. A recent issue of
a journal published by the American Medical School Association indicates that a very high proportion of
philosophy majors applying to medical schools have been accepted. See it here.




Source: Why Major in Philosophy?' http://philosophy.unc.edu/undergraduate/the-major/why-major-in-philosophy/

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS DONE OUTSIDE OF CLASS:
Copies of assignments will be on blackboard. If there is a reading assignment for that day on the syllabus, but no assignment up in blackboard, then you should just summarize the text as best as you can. 
Assignments should be typed and printed, unless otherwise stated. They should be handed in on the day they are due in the syllabus. Give them to me at the end of class on the day they are due. An assignment may be turned in late (the next class meeting) but it is worth 50%. The following class meeting it is worth 25%. Assignments cannot be turned in later than this. I do not want to receive late assignments because it undermines the pedagogic structure of the course. Just do what you can and accept the grade that you earn based on your ability to attend class and get things done.  

When the assignment is a reading, I will provide you with a minimum number of words and a list of questions. Answer as many questions as you can until you have exceeded the minimum number of words. It does not matter if you answer all the questions or just one. 

KEEPING TRACK OF WHATS GOING ON IN THE CLASS:
I try to put things on blackboard and stick to the syllabus. If you miss class, then ask a friend what you missed. If something is confusing or unclear, you may email me. I may make announcements through blackboard. I may put a revised schedule onto blackboard. 

OFFICE HOURS:

Are by appointment. I am interested in talking to students about how class is going and whatever you are thinking about or troubled by. Send me an email and we will setup a time to meet. 

BE GOOD TO EACH OTHER

I ask to be treated with respect and in return I promise to treat you with respect. I also ask that you treat other students with respect or else I will ask you to leave. Be polite. This class may involve discussing things that are emotionally charged, controversial, or even disturbing. Successful students will show the ability to handle these things without shouting, name-calling, eye-rolling, or psshawing, but rather with patience, thoughtfulness, empathy and decency.

I don’t judge people for the things that they profess to believe in a classroom or casual discussion. That is, I do not think that you can learn much about a person’s character from what they claim to believe or reveal themselves to believe in discussion. It takes a long time and a lot of attention to learn about a person’s character from the things that they say out loud. I am charitable, which means I endeavor to interpret the speech and behavior of my students in the best possible light. encourage you to keep an open-mind and be charitable towards your fellow students.

I hope that I set an example you can learn from about how to engage with people who believe things that you find strange, offensive, or disturbing. It is part of advanced philosophical training to learn how to engage with others from a standpoint of reasonableness, humility, and open-mindedness. I am not going to claim it is a skill I have fully mastered, but it is something that is important to me and that I have already spent a lot of time working on.

Academic Integrity Syllabus Statement

Academic integrity is honest, truthful and responsible conduct in all academic endeavors. The mission of Saint Louis University is "the pursuit of truth for the greater glory of God and for the service of humanity." Accordingly, all acts of falsehood demean and compromise the corporate endeavors of teaching, research, health care, and community service through which SLU embodies its mission. The University strives to prepare students for lives of personal and professional integrity and therefore regards all breaches of academic integrity as matters of serious concern.

The governing University-level Academic Integrity Policy was adopted in Spring 2015, and can be accessed on the Provost's Office website: https://www.slu.edu/the-office-of-the-provost/academic-affairs-policies
Additionally, each SLU college, school and center has adopted its own academic integrity policies, available on their respective websites. All SLU students are expected to know and abide by these policies, which detail definitions of violations, processes for reporting violations, sanctions, and appeals. Please direct questions about any facet of academic integrity to your faculty, the chair of the department of your academic program, or the dean/director of the college, school or center in which your program is housed.

Specific College of Arts and Sciences Academic Honesty Policies and Procedures may be found here.

Title IX Syllabus Statement

Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an environment that is free of bias, discrimination and harassment. If you have encountered any form of sexual misconduct (e.g. sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic or dating violence), we encourage you to report this to the University.

If you speak with a faculty member about an incident of misconduct, that faculty member must notify SLU's Title IX coordinator, Anna R. Kratky (DuBourg Hall, room 36; anna.kratky@slu.edu; 314-977-3886) and share the basic fact of your experience with her. The Title IX coordinator will then be available to assist you in understanding all of your options and in connecting you with all possible resources on and off campus.  

If you wish to speak with a confidential source, you may contact the counselors at the University Counseling Center at 314-977-TALK. View SLU's sexual misconduct policy.

Student Success Center Syllabi Statement

In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple factors (e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student success are available on campus. The Student Success Center assists students with academic related services, and is located in the Busch Student Center (Suite, 331) and the School of Nursing (Suite, 114). Students who think they might benefit from these resources can find out more about:

•Course-level support (e.g., faculty member, departmental resources, etc.) by asking your course instructor.

•University-level support (e.g., tutoring services, university writing services, disability services, academic coaching, career services, and/or facets of curriculum planning) by visiting the Student Success Center.

Disability Services Academic Accommodations Syllabus Statement

Students with a documented disability who wish to request academic accommodations are encouraged to contact Disability Services to discuss accommodation requests and eligibility requirements.

Please contact Disability Services, located within the Student Success Center, at disability_services@slu.eduor 314-977-3484 to schedule an appointment. Confidentiality will be observed in all inquiries.

Once approved, information about academic accommodations will be shared with course instructors via email from Disability Services and viewed within Banner via the instructor's course roster.  

	
	Class Topic
	 Assignment due today

	28-Aug
	Introductions. Learn each other’s names. Talk about ethics. 
	None

	30-Aug
	 Read ‘Why Our Children Don’t Think There Are Moral Facts’

https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/03/02/why-our-children-dont-think-there-are-moral-facts/?mcubz=0 
	200 words answering the question ‘Why does the author think that the definitions of fact and opinion taught to his son are incorrect?’ 

Bring to class on this day, August 30th 

	1-Sep
	Logic Workshop
	None

	4-Sep
	LABOR DAY
	NO CLASS   

	6-Sep
	Logic Workshop
	Analyze the argument in the video ‘Stop Subsidizing Sports’ 

http://reason.com/reasontv/2017/08/25/stop-subsidizing-sports
Bring to class on this day, September 6th. 



	8-Sep
	Logic Workshop
	 

	11-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 1
	Reading questions due

	13-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 1
	None 

	15-Sep
	Timmons,

Chapter 1
	None. INCLASS QUIZ ON CHAPTER 1

	18-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 2
	Reading Questions due

	20-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 2
	None    

	22-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 2
	None. INCLASS QUIZ ON CHAPTER 2

	25-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 3
	Reading Questions due

	27-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 3  
	None.

	29-Sep
	Timmons, Chapter 3
	None. INCLASS QUIZ ON CHAPTER 3

	2-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 5
	Reading Questions due.

	4-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 5  
	None

	6-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 5
	None. INCLASS QUIZ ON CHAPTER 5   

	9-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 8
	Reading Questions due.

	11-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 8
	None

	13-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 8 
	None. INCLASS QUIZ ON CHAPTER 8

	16-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 10   
	Reading questions due.

	18-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 10
	None 

	20-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 10
	None. INCLASS QUIZ ON CHAPTER 10

	23-Oct
	 FALL BREAK
	None 

	25-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 4 
	Reading questions due.

	27-Oct
	Timmons, Chapter 4
	None

	30-Oct
	TBD – TOPICS IN ETHICS
	 

	1-Nov
	TBD – TOPICS IN ETHICS
	

	3-Nov
	TBD – TOPICS IN ETHICS
	  

	6-Nov
	TBD – TOPICS IN ETHICS
	  

	8-Nov
	TBD
	 

	10-Nov
	TBD
	 

	13-Nov
	TBD 
	   

	15-Nov
	TBD 
	 

	17-Nov
	TBD 
	 

	20-Nov
	TBD
	 

	22-Nov
	 THANKSGIVING
	NO CLASS 

	24-Nov
	 THANKSGIVING
	NO CLASS

	27-Nov
	TBD
	 

	29-Nov
	TBD 
	 

	1-Dec
	TBD 
	 

	4-Dec
	TBD 
	 

	6-Dec
	TBD 
	 

	8-Dec
	TBD 
	 

	11-Dec
	 LAST DAY IN CLASS MEETING
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Grading:


Inclass Assignments:	25%


Quizzes:		25%


Written Assignments:	25%


Final Exam:		25%
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